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A VinpicaTion of the Preface of the 
book intituled, Georgii Sinclari, quou- 
dam in UniyerſitateG/aſzrenſs Philo- 
phiz Profeſſoris, 4rs Nova & Mana 
Gravitatis& Levitatis, from the chal- 
lenges andretfle&ions of the Publi. 
ſher of the Philoſophical T ranſaFions,as 
they are to befound, A(amb.50.date, 
Auguft 16. 16 6 g. 


Nunc videtequam iniqui fint, quod fibt tx altens 
arrogant, id mihiex meg non concedunt. 


may be themoreable to judge impartially, Ler 
him comparc this vind:cation with his own words 
a5. they follow.v17, 
- An account of ſome Books. 
& 1 Georgii Sincl 11 415 Nova Magna Cravitatis 
&.  & Levnatis, Roterodami in 40. AnNNO 16 9, 
<<>T'He Argument of this book 1s he Spring and Preſſure 
*© Tot the 4:7,-0g: ther with ſome confider: tions tou: hs 
ing theWeiger and Preſſure of Water, as alſo conccr- 
A «© cvag 


T Hat the Reader, to whom the Publiſher refers, 
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« ning a Yacuwm , theeffes of Pumps, item Pendulam's, 
& Hygroſcopes 8c. 

* Whct:erthe DoQtrine or Experiments here d-livered, 
&* benew and unheard of (asthe author is pleaſed to think, 
<© they for the moſt partare) we leaveto the well- read 
© andintelligenct ro judge. Only we tind our ſelyes ob. 
*<liged to take notice, that that excellent Treatiſe of 
the honourable Robert Boyle, intituled, New Experiments 
© Phyſico- Mechanical, touching the Spring of the CA tr, 
* and its effefts,was printed two years betore that time, 
*£ about which the Author of this book ſaith ia his Pre- 
*cface to the Reader, he cameto Loxdes, and there com- 
< mitted his then unprinted papers to the cenſure of the 
< © phjloſophical Colltgerhere,meaning the Reyall Socierie, 
*©0f whom he complains in the ſaid Preface, pag.2.that he 
* expected ananſwer from them,for almoſttwo yearsin 
> raityadding.tut heafter wards found indiverſe books 
png inEngliſh many things taken out of his Manu. 
«© {cript, 

bs Bur to uindeceive the reader in this particular, we ſhall 

« firſt defire him, tb compare the date of the edition of 
*© Mx. Boyles book above mentioned, with thatof this time 
« of this Authors viſiting Lo»dow, and there exp fi 
© his Manuſctipt ; that done, it will cafily appear whic 
© party hath the priority, in che explic.tion of this 
< DoRtirie touchingthe Air: where it muſt not be left 
* unmetitianed, that Mr Sinclar, when he was in Lor- 
©fz, In his viſits of Mr. Boyle, diſcourſed much with 
&* him on that ſubje&; and by his own acknowledgement, 
*©then made to that Gentle-man, received mu. h light 


© from him, concerning the ſame : Secondlic we 


C3) 
« ſhal take notice that-irt is To great a miſtake, thae 
«this author commended his Manuſcriprtto the judge - 
& gent of the Royal Socjetje,thar it is not fo much as men. 
& rionedany,where in their Regiſter book, that ſuch pa- 
. «pers. cameeverbeforethem (which yer is their conſtaue 
& and carcful practiceto do of all things of thar nature } 
« to which we muſt add, that the perſon with whom he 
 «leftthoſe papers of his,Sir Robezt Moray (perhaps with 
«adefice to recommend ghem tothat 1Nluſtrious Bodie) 
« affirms;thac hedid nor atall judge them properto beex- 
<« hibited chere, becauſe they ſeemed to !::m ro con aia ns 
. «thing new or extraordinaric. Thus he. . 
And firſt to paſle the defective account hegives ofthe 
Title,neirher mentioning his Gountrie,nor his Profeſſion, 
as he doth of others by him cited, itis to be obſerved, 
that in ſerting,doarhe Argument of the Book, he wraps 
- up ſome of che choileſt matters gheretatreated of, in an 
-&c.'. What aileth this author, that he ſayes,ſowe conſidere- 
tions touching the Preſsure of the water: whereas, ifhe had 
 notſpoken x00 i{paringly, he wquld haveſaid, New Ex- 
- periments * Andavhat ; gilerh him at the explicacion of 
rhe Phenomen®vfthe; Diving Bell, which will be found 
not. onlic.new; but of great uſe tothe world, far beyond 
manyithings,: which he .ſo plentifully, fills | his,papers 
-aritho-tt.ong of his own number bad ſo explained thoſe 
ings gwhather he would have.ſhutthem up in an &c, I 
 teaveint,aHaiothe wel read & intelligent to Judge, And 
for orherypuspoſes,whigh he ſo flightingly men tonerh, I 
feayeirtorg the mt \ af for che molt 
1 2f y 4 . 
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(4) 
f arr,t' ey be not both New and Hnheard of : for the proof 
whereof, lct his Theoremes and 4 xtomes z his Fignres and 
Cuties be reviewed, the-ike where. f, iet this Author 
find (ifhecan) in any book printed before the year 1662, 
and the /ndex of his book conſidered by any acquainted 
wi h what hath been publiſhed in this ſort, 
f.nd yer there is no doubt, but that it all | hings contained 
in the book now pubiiſhed in Latine { which will by this 
means be better known to manie who are morein love 
- With their mo her toung: e, then skill'd in other langua- 
/ ges) had been in the Engliſh Manuſcript, which this --u- 
thor hath the confidence to {ay,was never preſented ro the 
Royal Societie, there (hold have been nothing either new or 
unheard of init fevecrall years ago: and thar there ſhould 
\not haye beech wanting ſome perſons, who would have 
fayed him the paines of commiting itto the Preſſe, 
Andthat the Reader may know how gicatlie this publi. 
\theris miſtaken in affirming, that Mr.$S:»c/ar's Manuſcript 
was not committed by him to the judgment of that 111us 
 ftrious Bodie,& their peruſal Anno 63. let the weakneſs of 
the proot the Author brings,be but conſidered : it isnot 
ſo much as mentioned ( fates he ) ia their Regiſter-book, 
that ſuch papers came ever before them, therefore they ne» 
4/er came Pet them, what by-ſtandermay not ſee the bad- 
nes of fuch a' conſequence? Yea, was itnot the intereſt of 
them, who had taken our the purpoſes of this Manuſcript, 
and the very te4mes of art, which Mr Sinclay had deviſed, 
and another would not have readily fallen upon, to pro- 
curethis,  thatir ould notbe recorded jn the Regifter, 
and char this very pretext ofnot recording it,mightbe 
brought fot denying,that ever they ſaw it. As 


(s 

As for what this authour ith of that worthie Gentle« 
man Sir Robert Morey, whom I think my ſelf. bound here 
to vindicate alfo, h: greatly wrongs him, for he-was ſo far 
from judging that Manuſcript not proper to be exhibited 
there,that he cauſed one carry it along of purpoſe to rhe 
meeting of that 1/»/?rious Bodje, Mr. Sinclar himſelf bein 
preſent at that time, when it was delivered, an4 nnd 
by them : for verifying whereof he could yet. give moe 
circumſtances, it it were needfull. © nd whereas he ſaith, 
that that learned Gentleman Sir Robert Moray affirmeth, 
that Mr. »#zclars papers ſeemed to contain nothing new or 
exttaordinaric, this is yet ſo great a miſtake, that he advi- 
fed him to turn his manuſcript into £4tize and print it, 
which he would never have done,if hehad judged of ir, as 
this Author would make the Reader believe. 

And how good reaſon he hath to complain, that he found 
afterwards in diverſe books printed in Engliſh many things 
taken out of his Manuſcript, they that have ſcen it,8 theſe 
Engliſh books, are witnelſes. And if he be further put to it 
let this author aſſure himſelf, that in the next Treatiſe, 
that he ſhal publiſh of thoſe things he hath now in hand, 
there ſhal be an evident demonſtration made of the truth 
of his complaint by unqueſtionable citations, both out of 
the fore-named books, and his Manuſcript. And as he for- 
bare before to name any,as he ſaith in his preface,fo doth 
he ſtill : and defireth that none may take rhis to chem, bur 
theſe that are conſcious to themſelves of the injury he 
complainsof. He is too well girded in this, notto make 
out what he ſatih, WRgr 
As forthe honourable Robert Boyle, it's much m—_— 
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why this author ſhould mention him or his Tresiſe, unleſs 
it be.cither40 make the one juftle with the other, or tolet 
theReader:know that the ſaid treatiſe was printed before 
the'Manuſcript-was ſeen at London,ann0 62. But: what 
doth this 4mpertiuencie ſignific 2 Doth it an(wer the caſce 

Yea, or doth it ſomuch as touchthe nail upon the head 2 

Forthequeſtion is not, whether the one-was prior to the 0- 
ther, about which there can be no debate, þut whether Mr, 
Sixclar found in diverſe books printed in Engliſh, many 
thiagstaken out of his Manuſcripts Thercforethis au- 
thor: needed not to-have been at ſo much pains to unde- 
ceivethe Readerin this particular. & colct him know t hat, 
that-was neeClefſe to know,namely, that the foreſaid trea- 
tiſewas printed two years before the Manuſcript came to 
Londow, But whatever the Authors deſign be of men- 
tioning that honourable perſon , . none ſhal eyer Carry to 
him, -and all ſachexcelent ſpirits, more due reſpect and re- 
verence. "It's not the love of intereſt and profit, bur of 
friendſhip thathe hath alwayes carried to ſuch ; forwhich 
cauſe,” contraric to the advice of fome here who forcowars« 
ned him what his Manuſcript perhaps would meet with, he 
would ' needs: viſit that 10»ſtrio Bode, and preſent, it to 
them, not ſo much (it may be)to know. their judgement 
inthe thing. as to bean occaſion of ſeeing what by tame he 
bad heard : wherethe:had:the happineſle to, viſit, Mr.:Boy/e 
at his own dwelling-houſe in the countrey. :Bur.whar c- 

ver this author (.I> know not .who. ). ſaith of, Mr, 

Sznclar's receiving much light from-bim concerning that 


(ubje&,he cannot butrhink,the candor and. ſobriety. thar 
uſually 


_—_ 
uſually attends fuchexellent ſpirits; w ouldnorermic 
Mr, Boyle to ſay ſo much himſelf, bur rather acknowpledg 
the mutual adyantapges which men ftudicd in the ſame ſube 
je mater, have by their meeting and conference, 

It's very well known,that as Mr. Boy{es book was prin»; 
ted before Mr, $inchiy committed his Manuſcript to the 
judgment ofthat 77»ſtri0u5 Bodle, ſotill he had ended his: 
Experiments, he had not ſeen Mr, Boyles Treatiſe, but on- 
ly heard of it inthe Preface of another book, If he had 
been oblidged to it for his purpoſes, he would haveno 
leſſe mentioned it in his Preface,then he doth John Pec- 
quets Anatomical Experiments, who many years ago firſt 
found out, and firſt mentions the Benſil and Preſſure of the 
4ir,and who firſt ſet Mr. Si»clar upon that ſearch. 

Neither needed the Authour to havequeſtioned, whe. 
ther of the twain had the priority in treating of tha t do» 
Arine, ſcing Mr. Sinclars way is toro cels different from 
Mr. Boy les way : the one making out the Pregiveof the 
Air;from the cffedts of the Receiverand Prenmatica's Pump: 
the other by counterpoiſing the Air with Mercurie in 
Glaſs-tubs ofall fizcs,and ſhewing the definite weight of 
each —_—_— Cy/inder of Air, what cver the dimenſions 
ot it bez and demonſtrating clearlie, by cotinterpoifing' 
Water with Mercure in Tubes of all meaſures, not only 
the Preſſure of the Water,but by this means explicats moſt 
eaſily all the greatdifficultics that ariſes from the Torrice!- 
Han-Experiment.which way of explication,if this Author 
can (hew before the year 62, then ſhal Mr, Sinclars Expe- 
riments be judged by the well readand intelligent, not to 


be New or w#heavd of. 
It 


(8) 
Ir had been better for this. Publiſher to have refleed 
upon, and contemplated the wiſdom of the Creator, who 
hath not appropriated knowledge and wiſdome ſo to one 
914n, or to one ſociety,or to one nation, bur, that that F4- 
ther of Lights hath ſcattered theſe enduments, as in his ſo- 
veraign wiſdome, he judgeth mect : ſothar the Poct ſaid 


| well of Democritne, 


m——— Cw ſapientis monfprat 
Summos poſie vires & magna exempla daturos 
Vervcanmin Parris, cra(s6que [ub azre nſch, 
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